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Wayr-re Hedberg, Permit Supervisor & Lynn Kunzler,

Mary Ann Wright, Associate Dilector, Mining
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S en i o r Rec I am at i on S p ec i al i st*/-

Novernber 18. 2002
To discuss conipliance concenrs rloted

sites and potential nritigrtion ureasures

Peoa BIonde and Heber QtLarries).
Division Offices (Copper Roonr)
l:30 - 3:15 p.rn.

Lon and Bevelly Thonras - Star Storte

Hedberg. and Lynn Kunzler'- DOGM

at severnl ofthe Star Stone Quarries ntine
to leso lve the concertrs (Cottotr Thotlas,

Cornpliance Conference. Star Stone Quarries. lnc.. Cotton Thomas Mine . M/003/024.
Box Elder County. Utah. Peoa Blonde Ouarr']'. Mi043l012. Sun.rn.rit County. Utah and

Heber Ouarr.v-. M/05 l/00 l. Wasatch Count),. Utalr

Qualries; Mar1, Ann Wright, Wayne

On Novenrber i8. 2002, Division staff and managerllent met lvith Lon and Beverly
Thornas at the Division offices to discuss a rrumber of compliance related issues noted during more recent

Division inspections of the above referetrced miue sites.

Mr. Hedberg initiated the rreeting by recognizing and acknor.vledging the progress rnade

and difficulties overcorle to date by the operator in acquiring permits for their mining operations in Utah.

He expressed the Division's desire to develop au open dialogue and eucourage a positive, cooperative,

rvorking relationship between operator and regulator. Ms. Wright also inforrned the operator of the status

of the Divisioli's progress in developing new compliarrce and enforcement rules to suppoft and interpret

Inorc recent enforcernent language changes made to the Mined Land Reclarnation Act. Discussion and

proposed resolution of tlre compliance concertls at the three Ilines followed.

Heber Quarrv

Mr. Thomas said this site is now closed for the year. He agreed to lelocate tlre blastirtg sign to

the entraltce ofthe urine site near the rnain access gate. He also said that he rvou ld clean out the sedirlent trap

to increase itsvolurneso it u,or-rld becolne functional again. Hesaidlrervouldtryandvisitthemirtesitervithin
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the next few days to look at the road drainage coucenls. If the drainage did not appear to be routed intothe
sediment trap, ther-r he agreed to make the necessary changes to the road contour or to re-implernent the water
bars as warranted. It was agreed that these tasks would be completed by the end of November, 2002.

Peoa Ouarry

Mr. Thomas agreed to have the culvert cleaned out to allow unrestricted flow of drainage
under the access road fill. He said that he had already arranged to have the trash and litter cleaned up from
lvithin the drair.rage. We told him that he would need to rnodif! his approved mine plan to include the as-built
cr"rlvert placed under the fill placed in the drainage.

Mr. Thor-nas said that he had moved his product stockpiles back to the ner.v property boundary
line and the area lras had topsoil replaced and has been seeded already. The Division u,ill look at the
revegetation efforls during the next site visit.

We discussed the concerns over the possible rernoval or relocatiolr of sorne of the perniit
boundarv rrarkers. Mr. Thomas said he did rlot believe this had happened, but adrnitted he had uroved one
post to mark the BLM rn ineral orvrrersh ip boundary,, so h is rvorkers d idn 't inrpact this area. He rffas advised to
reinstall the rnarker to its original location so that the disturbed area boundaries rer.uaiu unchanged.

Mr. Kunzler discussed the need to modifl the rrine rnaps and text of the original pelrnit
application to address the changes in property ownership in the southrvest portion of the pern-rit area, to
include all areas ofcurrent disturbance (if indeed the perrnit area markers were buried or renroved to the noftlr
arrd nortlr east), and to correctly identily miueral or.vrrership (private and BLM).

We agreed upon a rnitigation tirnefrarne of January 3, 2003 to subrnit tlre required changes to
the approved mine plan. The culvert will be unplugged by the end of Novernber,2002.

Cotton Thomas Ouarries

Mr. Thomas irrdicated that he will subrnit a pennit revision to include the increased acreage to
his perrnit area. He will also look at other potential areas that he may need to disturb within the next 4-5
years, includ ing re-align ing part of the access road from tlre camp area to the j unction with the roads to tlre
Little Heart and Antique White Quarries. The existing road rvould then be reclairned. Updated changes to
the mine plan and uraps that will indicate the operators developmeut sequelice and define the perrnit area will
be suburitted by mid-FebrLrary. 2003.

Topsoil was not salvaged as required by the permit in the areas ofexpansion for the
Klondike Gold, Aspen Frost and Buckskin Quarries. Approxirnately 5,000 cubic yards of soil needs to be

located and protected. Mr. Thomas indicated that there are soil resources adjacent to these quarry areas of
sufficient depth to make up the shortfall. This will need to be verified next spring when access to the site

is possible. We asked him to identily the location(s) on a lnap where this Inaterial will come from as part

of his perrnit rnodifications. The topsoildeficit rvill be salvaged and stockpiled (or its in-place location
clearly identified) by June 30, 2003.
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The need to place pennanent markers such as t-posts to clearly mark the lirnits of tl-re permitted
disturbance area was discussed. This will also need to be done in the spring (mid June), prior to the start-up
ofquarrying operatious. T-posts should be placed 25-30 feet apart to assure work crews can clearly determine
the extent ofthe perrnitted disturbance area.

Mr. Thornas expressed a desire to perforrn a test boring or a bulk sample of stone from a
location southeast of the carnpsite. How should he pennit the proposed activitl4 A separate exploration
perrnit application, or a perrnit arnendment to the Cotton Thomas rnine plan were options discussed.

Although a timefrarne was not discussed during the meeting, appropriate adjusturents to the

reclamation bond rvill need to be made before operations staft up again in the spring of2003.

The nreeting concluded rvith a suggestion that we get together once or tr.vice a year to
cliscuss Divisiorr and operator observations and/or conrpliauce concerns at all their r-nine sites. Mr.
Thon-ras is conrpiling a list of items to inspect at each of his quarries to assure they stay in corrpliance.
He w,ould appreciate the opporlunity for the Division to accompany him on these inspectiorts to asstlre all
bases are being covered. Mr. Thomas agreed to coutact tlie Division priol to going or:t to the Peoa and

Heber quarries so that the Division could rneet hirn on site to assure the Division concenls are adequately
addressed.

Originallv, this rneeting's agenda rvas to irrclr-rde discussions for the Aragonite and Torley
sites as rvell. Since Tonr Murrsor.r could not attend, it was agreed to postpone the discr:ssiort of these

opemtions until sontetilne during the rveel< of January 6-10, 2003. However, u,e did express our seriolts

concent ,uvith the public safety hazards at the Aragonite mine site vvhich need to be secured in a tintely
nranuer. We shorved the operator plrotos ofthese open features during the meeting.

Copies of the fblloiving infbrnration were plovided to the Thonras's during the meeting for
theil records:

GPS map of Cotton Thomas disturbances (historic, permitted and current)
Photos ofareas ofconcern at the Heber. Peoa and Cotton Thonras mine sites

l,orr Thomas- Star Stone Quarries
fr4alr Aun Wrieht. OGN'l

O:\l\4003-Box Elder\n0010024-cotton thomas\fhal\| I I802mtg-ntemo.doc
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